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The original matter, &c. that generally has prece- 
dence in our numbers, is removed from its usual 
place to continue, uninterrupted, the report about 
he New-Jersey canal. 
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with the general surface of the earth. If the line of 
the canal should be below the surface of the earth, 
an extra expence will be incurred for deep cut- 
ting; amd if above, their will be an extra lockage, an 
extra leakage through the fresh earth, and in many 
places, an extra expence for embanking. The tow-! 
ing paths should be raised on the embankment two 
feet above the line of the canal, and should be form- 
ed of the excavated earth. Where moderate ele- 
vations intervene in the route of the canal, which 
cannot be avoided bya gentle deviation of the course 
to the right or to the left, a deep cut will be made; 
and where hollows or ravines in the same manner 
octur, an embankment will be raised. Where ri- 
vers or creeks are to be crossed, aqueducts will 
be constructed, while culverts will be sufficient for 
the transit of minor streams, which are not admitted 
into the canal. The expence of the excavation will 
depend on the nature of the excavated matter, and 
on the size of the canal: loose sand may be removed 
at less cost, per cubic yard, than tough clay, hard 
an, or stones and gravel; and a narrow and shallow 
canal may be excavated at less expence, per cubic 
yard, than if it is broad and deep. The information 
on this subject has been ver7 vague, probably from 
the above causes. In England there are estimates 
from three pence to seven pence sterling per cubic 
yard; in this country the commissioners on the ca- 
nals of the state of New-York in one of their reports, 
have estimated the excavation at twelve and a half 
cents per cubic yard, and in another report, on the 
same canal, at twenty cents. 

ist. For the canal under contemplation, as the 
ground is,uncémmonly favorable for excavation, be- 
ing generally a sandy loam, it is concluded that 
twenty cents per cubic yardwill be a suitable esti- 
mate, calculating, as if the whole line of canal was; 
on the surface of the earth, and including the deep 
cutting and embanking where requisite; the excava 
tion, therefore, of a canal of the dimentions propo- 
sed will cost $14,432 per mile, for 29 miles 

$418,528 





2d. The width of the canal on a le- 
vel with the towing paths will be 62.66 
fect, being 6.66 feet wider than the 
surface of the water in the canal, 62.66 
The breadth of the towing paths, 24 
The space requisite for the surplus 
excavated earth and for the slope of 
the external sides at an angle of 45 
degrees, 45.84 





Total width of the land required, 132. ft. 


One mile in length, and 132 feet in 
breadth, will contain 16 acres, and 29 miles 
Will contain 464 acres. 


_ It is evident that in many places adjoin- 
ing the canal the land will become ex- 
‘remely valuable, and that the benefits re- 





ceived by some of the owners would much 
Vou XI | 


more than remunerate the damages sustain- 
ed by others; but as it is desirable that the 
proprietors should be perfectly satifised 
with the proceedings of the government, the 
estimate of the value of the land may_be 
made in the following manner: 

1 mile averaging $152 per acre—$152 

100 


2 miles 200 
4 80 320 
6 yO 420 
8 60 480 
8 50 A00 


29 miles avaraging $68 per acre, 1972 

464 acres, averaging $68 per acre, 

3d. There will also be requisite a fur 
ther quantity of land on occount of high 
banking, deep cutting, and short turnings, 
which will require a greater width than 132 
feet; also, for docks, basins, and landing 
places perhaps equal to 1-8th of the whole 
quantity—58 acres at $68 per acre, 

4th. For reserviors, dams, and feeders, 
say 500 acres of land at $50 per acre.. 

Sth. Water rights. As great care will be 
taken to preserve the power of the mills, 
and as very few sités will be destroyed, or 
even injured, it is estimated that $3,000 
will be asufticient compensation for the wa- 
ter rights, the owners reserving the land, 

6th. Aqueducts. It is very difficult to 
estimate the expense of the aqueducts be- 
fore the precise spots are ascertained, 
where the canal will pass the streams; but 
it is supposed that they will cost, if exe- 
cuted in substantial masonry, 

7th. Culverts and bridges. It is proposed 
to construct culverts where practicable, 
for the passage of the public highways and 
the private roads, as well as for the passage 
of the small streams, and where impracti- 
cable, draw-bridges or swivel-bridges will 
be requisite; say 30 culverts, draw-bridges, 
and swivel-bridges 

8th. Back-drains. Wherever there is an 
embankment, and wherever the surface of 
the water in the canal is above the surface 
of the earth, there ought to be a back- 
drain to protect the owner of the adja- 
cent land from injury: there ought also to 
be drains to lead to and from thé culverts, 
smail streams and rain falls, which it 
would be improper to admit, or which 
cannet be conveniently admitted into the 
canal, 

9th. Hard matter. There may be an ex- 
tra charge for red shell and sand stone, to 
be excavated near the banks of the Rari- 
tan, which may be estimated at 
~ 10th. Blowing rocks. There are some 
granite rocks at the termination of Rocky- 
hill, near Dean’s saw-mill, on Lawrence’s 
brook; but it is presumed that $1,000 
will be sufficient to remove them, 

11th. Woodland and heavy timber. The 
extra charge on actount of removipg the 


3,944 
25,000 


8,000 


60,000 


40,006 


1,000 


5,000: 


1,000 
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suimps.and roots of trees ought not to be 
n.ore than 
12th. Short turns. 


very free from them, and $1,000 are 


ceemed a sufficient estimate, 1,000 
13th. Lining and puddling the sides of 

the embankment, and, in some places, the 

bottom and sides of the canal, 10,000 


14th. Levelling and gravelling the tow- 
ing paths, and dressing and re-soiling the 
} external banks, 
13th. For 20 over-falls, to discharge the 
surplus water of the canal, in case of rains, 
freshes, or extra admissions, in order to 
prescrve the dead level of the water in the 
canal, and to protect the embankments— 
chese may be estimated at $200 each, 
15th. For 8 stop gates, to preveat the 
water from flowing off in case of an acci- 
dent to an embankment, and to facilitate 
the repairs of such parts of the canal as 
may require it, at $1,200 each, 
17th. Between each stop gate there 
should bea sluice, to let off the water for 
cleaning or repairing that part of the ca- 
na, at $159 each, 
18th. For constructing reservoirs, dams, 
feeders, and water gates, 
19th. For constructing docks, basins, 
and landing places, 
39th. For toll-houses, fences, and land 
atés, 
2ist. For locks, 136 fect, at $1,250 per 


5,000 


4,000 


9,600 


30,000 
5,600 
5,000 





Probable expence of the canal, $856,824 
i planning the locks, there will be an excellent 


2,000| 
Lhe route will be | 


nal in addition to the rise, and the lower gates 
must correspond with the depth of the locks. In 
the present instance, it would be very difficult to 
construct substantial lower gates nineteen feet in 
height, that is, the proposed depth of the canal, 
with a rise of ten feet. If one of the locks has a 
greater rise than the rest, the consumption of wa- 
ter will be the same as if they were all of that 
height; thus, one lock of ten feet rise, and ten 
locks of five feet rise in succession, will consume 
double the quantity that twelve locks of five feet 
rise will consume. . 


The expence of the locks will depend, in some 


;measure, on the plan of the construction: they 


have been built at the Little Falls on the Mohawk 
river for 1,000 dollars for every foot of the rise; 
but there excellent stone is on the spot, and the 
locks are only twelve feet wide: for the proposed 
canal, locks Have been estimated at 1,250 dollars 
per foot, and the expence will be more or less, 
according to the plan by which they may be built. 

As every provision should be made for the con- 
venience and accommodation of the inhabitants of 





1,200 


the district, it is proposed, whenever the ground 
will admit, that the culverts and the end arches of 
the aqueducts should be constructed of sufficient 
size for the passage of carriages and horses, by 
dipping roads, with a water course below the level; 
this easy mode of intercourse is also proposed for 
ithe public highways, which in some cases may be 
iled to them, as they will be more permanent and 
less expensive than draw-bridges, or swivel-bridg- 
/es, and they will be attended with no inconvenience 


170,000 to travellers or navigators, in the manner that 
——|bridges frequentl > ure. 


| The legisiature of the state having evinced their 
‘conviction of the importance and utility of inland 


F; a ae 2a, ap , ip 


yarn 


te 
ae mcg den 





opportunity tor the display of the skill of the engi- navigation, by enacting the law under which this 
neer. A spot may be selected, where there is a Investigation has been made, it is unnecessary for 
ravine gently sloping to the river for the extent of | the commissioners to enlarge on the utility of the 
x mile; to. avoid deep cutting, the canal may de- proposed canal; but it may be proper for them to 
scend by the bank of the ravine, and a space of ca- inquire into what may be termed the capacity of 
nal may be constructed between each lock, as a ba- jit utility; that is, whether it can be supplied with 
sin for the supply of the adjoining lower lock; or | sufficiency of water for an extensive, or even a 
the ravine itself may be converted into a canal, with limited navigation: for want of this inquiry, canals 
dams and locks across it, descending to the tide ‘have been made in Europe at a great expence, and 
water; or ground gently sloping for a mile or two hhave been afterwards abandoned or converted into 
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‘ re 
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to the river may be divided into spaces for locks, 


with a basin between each, for the supply of the: 


adjoining lower lock; or the canal may be brought 
to a basin on the bold bank of the river, and to 
avoid deep culting, the boats may descend by a com- 
bination of locks constructed, nearly at right angles 
with the ganal, in the bank of the river, and by 
the side of it tothe tide water; cr a lock may be 
constructed the whole height of the ascent from the 
tide water to the canal; boats may enter from the 
canal through gates, or irom the tide water through 
a tunnel with gates; the water may be discharged 
for the descending boats into ten or twelve basins 


of intermediate heights, when the boat will be on) 


a lovel with the tunnel, and depart; and the water 
reserved in the basins will raise the ascending 
boats to the Jevel of the upper gate. 

Locks of the common construction have usually 
a rise of from five to ten feet: locks of ten feet rise 
ray be built fur a less sum for the same total rise 
than those of five feet rise, as there will be only 
half the number, and, of course, only half the pre- 
paratory foundations, and much less time will be 
necessary for the ascent or descent of the height; 
but they will consume double the quantity of water, 
and they will be more liahle to accidenis and to be 
outof repair: they must be of the depth of the ca- 


| pail-ways. 


The quantity of water required for the canal 
will depend on the plan of the locks, and the amount 
of the transportation, after making the necessary 
ideductions tor evaporation, soakage and leakage. 
‘The evaporation from a canal has been estimated 
‘in Europe at one tenth of an inch of the surface pér 
day. Although there may be a difference in the 
amount in the proposed line of canal, it is safer to 
proceed on estimates which have been heretofore 
made, im countries where canals have been con- 
structed, than to hazard an alteration without suf- 
‘ficient data. 

‘le evaporation, therefore, on a eanal twenty: 
‘nine miles in length, and fifty-six feet in breadth, 
‘will, at one tenth of an inch of the surface per day, 
‘amount to seventy-one thousand four hundred and 
fifty-six cubic feet. 

The soakage into the earth, after the parts re- 
quiring it have been lined and puddled, may be 
estimated at the same amount per day—seventy-one 
thousand four hundred and fifty-six cubic feet. 

‘he leakage at the locks may be estimated at 
three locksful, whether the rise of the lock is five 
feet or ten, as the line of aperture in the latter 1s 
double in height, and the pressure of the water a‘ 
the bettom is in a quadruple proportion. If the 
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Yocks are eighty feet long, and twenty feet wide, 
three locksful of ten feet rise will be forty-eight 
thousand cubic feet; of five feet rise, twenty-four 
thousand cubic feet. There will, therefore, be 
requisite one hundred and ninety thousand nine 
hundred and twelve cnbic feet, with locks of tén 
feet rise, and one hundred and sixty-six thousand 
nine hundred and twelve with locks of five feet 
rise, for the daily evaporation, soakage, and or- 
dinary leakage of the canal. ' 

A lock eighty feet long, twenty feet wide, and 
nine feet deep, may admit vessels of nearly a hun- 
deed tons burthen; it will also admit two canal 
boats, seventy-five feet long, nine and a half feet 
wide, and carrying fifty tons each, or four canal 
boats, thirty-seven feet long, nine and a half feet 
wide, and carrying twenty-five tons each, or three 
branch canal boats, seventy-five feet long, six feet 
wide, and nearly thirty inches deep, carrying twenty 
tons each. 

Supposing fourteen locksful of water to be used 
at each end of the canal every day, or twenty-eight 
locksful at both ends, this may effect the daily 
ascent and descent of five hundred tons each way 
from river to river, on a computation that seventy- 
one and a half tons pass on an average at each 
operation of the locks. 

It has been stated that a lock of ten feet rise will 
contain sixteen thousand cubic feet, and of five feet 
rise eight thousand cubic feet; twenty-eight locksful 
of ten feet rise will contain four hundred and forty- 
eight thousand cubic feet, and of five feet rise two 
hundred and twenty-four thousand. 

But there will be an extra leakage at the locks, 
according to the number of times the gates are 
opened, which in twenty-eight times may be estt- 
mated at two locksful, or thirty-two thousand cubic 
feet on locks of ten feet rise, or sixteen thousand on 
locks of five feet rise. 

The whole daily expenditure, therefore, with 
locks of ten feet. rise, will be six hundred and 
seventy thousand nine hundred and twelve cubic 
feet, and with locks of five feet rise, will be four 
hundred and six thousand nine hundred and twelve. 

It may be proper to ob-erve, that the quantity 
of water is estimated by the number of times the 
upper lock is filled, as the water of that lock 
answers for all the locks below it in succession; 
and that the above estimated daily expenditure of 
water will amount to ninety-four hundredths of an 
inch of the depth of the canal, with locks of ten 
fect rise, and fifty-sevea hundredths ofaninch with 
looks of five feet rise. ‘he advantage of the whole 
canal being the basin for the locks becomes ap- 
parent by this statement, as there will be no sus- 
pension of passage in the canal on account of an 
extra number of boats at the locks; but they may 


where the water may be used; but the quantity of 
water which will be requisite for tie canal, if 
twenty-eight locksful are used daily, has been 
Stated to be four hundred ana six thousand nine 
hundred and twelve cubic feet, with locks of five 
feet rise, which is less than one eighteenth part of 
the water flowing daily in the streams. 

In planning a work which may continue for ages, 
great care should be taken to provide against emer- 
gencies which may occur at a future period. Al- 
though the natural streams may at present be suffi- 
cient for the supply of the canal in the existing 
state of commerce, prudence requires us to look 
forward to the period when, by the improvements 
of agriculture, in draining swamps and low grounds, 
and by constructing and clearing water courses, the 
natural summer supply of the streams will be greatly 
diminished, while the commerce will be ircreasedt 
by the completion of other canals and improye- 
ments, enlarging the sphere of action and inte,- 
course, and which in time of war may be augmented 
in a tenfold proportion, by unarmed vessels with- 
drawing from the ocean within our own territories, 
and navigating safe waters. Attention should also 
be paid to the situation of the mills, and the 
machinery dependent on the streams. The preser- 
vation of these valuable works is of vital importance 
to the inhabitants of the district, and ulthough the 
owners may be fully compensated if deprived of 
them, still the loss to the state would be i.nmense, 
and ought to be avoided. With this view the com- 
missioners have proposed to appropriate for re- 
servoirs four hundred acres of land, to be procured 
while it may be obtained at a modcrate rate and 
before the rise in the value of the soil, which may 
probably take place from the further improvement 
of the country, the erection of buildings, and the 
vicmity of the canal. ‘The reservoirs collecting the 
water, which would otherwise run off in injurious 
freshes, overflowing the low grounds, and occasion- 
ing back-water at the milks, will benefit the agri- 
culturists and manufacturers, and the water escap- 
ing from them by soakage wiil augment the springs 
and water courses, on a lower level, and furnish a 
further gradual supply to the adjacent mills, and, 
in some cases, co the canal itself. Lf the reservoirs 
make a part of the original undertaking, they will 
be better arranged than if introduced at « future day 
as a substitute for deficiencies; and if judiciously 
planned, there wiil not be the same danger of their 
injuring the healti of the inha itants by miasma, 
as there is froin the overflowing of the low grounds 
of rivers. Reservoirs have been constructed for 
many of the canais of Europe: those of the canal 
of Languedoc contain five hundred and ninety-five 
acres, and those of the Rochdale canal caver three 
hundred and eigiteen acres. The canal of the 


continue to pass without intermission for several| Forth and Clyde has one reservoir which covers a 


days, even if there was no additional water admitted 
into the camal. Two hundred locksful, which will 
be sufficient to transport eight thousand tons from 
river to river, will lower the water m the canal 
only five and a half inches, while in the ordinary 
mode of ascending io the summit by distant locks, 
if there were locks within haifa mile of cach other 
at each end of the summit, and the same number 
of tons attempted to be transported, tinder the same 
circumstances, the canal at the summit would be 
drained to the bottom, before five thousand tons 
would pass, if practicable. 

_ According to the computation of Mr. Randel, all 
‘he streams which are applicable to the supply of| 
the canal discharge seven millions four hundred and 


surface of fifty acres, and is twenty-four feet deep; 
and another, which contains seventy acres, and 1s 
banked up twenty-two feet at the sluice. 

Some of the proposed reserviors may include ra- 
vines and swamps, at a distance from the canal, ancl 
if by embankments the water covers four hundred 
acres of land ten feet deep on an average, and iv 
ihe reservoirs are fiiled by freshes tvice in a vear, 
there willbe three hundred and forty-eight miiljons 
four hundred and eighty thousand cubic feet, and 
afier deducting evaporation, soakage, and leakage, 
which may be etsimated at two thirds of the whole, 
there will sull be one hundred and sixteen milliow's 
pone hundred and sixty thousand eubic feet ap- 
plicable to the canal, which, with lacks of five feet 





“tkeven thousand cubic feet per day at the places 


rise, will supply a sufficiency of water for two 
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hundred and eighty-five days, a longer period than 
the usualiseason of navigation. But ifit is contem- 
plated to have locks of ten feet rise instead of five 
feet, then it will be necessary for the reservoirs to 
contain six hundred and sixty acres, ten feet deep 
on an average, instead of four hundred, in order 
to supply water for two hundred and eighty-five 
days. | 

Te the question, whether there will be sufficient 
water to fill the reservoirs, it may Le answered, 
that Mr. Randel appears to have measured the 
water of the streams by the quantity used daily at 
the mills; and there is no estimate of the quantity 
which runs off over the dams during freshes. If 
we estimate that the district of country from which 
the water descends into the streams that may sup- 
Ply the canal, contains seventy-five square miles, 
and if we compute that only thirty inches of rain 
fall annually on an average, and that the quantity 
running from the surface, or issuing from the earth, 
within the seventy-five miles, amounts to three- 
fifths of the quantity falling as ram, there will be 
three thousand one hundred and thirty-six millions 
three hundred and twenty thousand cubic feet that 
flow off in the streams annually; deducting from 
this amount two thousand seven hundred and five 
millions fifteen thousand cubic feet, the quantity 
flowing in the ordinary way at the mills, according 
to Mr. Randel’s mensuration, there will remain 
four hundred and twenty-six millions three hun. 
dred and five thousand cubic teet for the amount 





of the freshes, from which there will be taker. 
three hundred and forty-eight millions four hun- 
dred and eighty thousand cubic feet for the supply 
of the reservoirs, leaving still a surplus of seventy- 
seven millions eight hundred and twenty-five thou 
sand cubic feet. 

It will be expedient, notwithstanding, that there 
should be a communication, by feeders, with all the 
streams which may be applicable to the canal, as it 
would be unsafe to rely entirely on the reservoirs in 
cases of emergency. Several of the feeders will 
be branch canais for the immediate benetit of the 
district, conveying articles which, without water 
carriage, would not bear the expence of transpor- 
tation, as street and stable manure, marl, plaster, 
stone; lime, ashes, ores, potters’ clay, bricks, wood, 
charcoal, fossil, coal, turf, &c. The branch canals 
would diverge from the grand trunk in various di- 
reciions, and could be constructed at a small ex- 
pence for boats scventy five feet long, six feet wide, 
and nearly tuirty inches deep, carrying twenty tons 
each. 

‘There may be also other modes adopted for pro- 
curing a supply of water; it may be advantageously 
raised from the Delaware, or from the Raritan, by a 
variety ofpropelling powers. Thousands of tons of 
marl, ofa fertilizing quality, almost equal to foreign 
plaster, drawn from imexhaustable sources near 
the track of the canal, which may be penetrated, 
at a trifling expence, by branch canals, will be an 
nually called for by the agriculturists of the adja- 
cent states. This great descending weight may be 
made the propelling power of more than two thirds 
the weight of water transported at the same time 
to the canal, while the descent ofthe marl may be 
effected by transhipment, without consuming the 
water of the upper level; the same machinery will 
answer for several other articles of freight, and by 
other machmmery, and by transhipping the articles, 
the transportation may be extended to an immense 
amount without the loss of water. 

Undertakings are frequently objected to on ac- 
count of their noyelty, and obstacles which appear 


j 
j 


insurmountable at first, are considered trifling when 
we become familiar with them; fortunately, no gi- 
gantic projects form the component parts of the 
‘proposed canal. By comparing the plan with the 
canals of other countries, it will be seen that the 


difficulties which were overcome in Europe were of 


much greater magnitude. 

The canal of Languedoc, connecting the Medi- 
terranean sea with the Atlantic ocean, is one hun. 
dred and eighty miles long: the proposed canal will 
be twenty-nine miles long. The canal of Holstein, 
connecting the Baltic sea with the German ocean, 
is fifty miles long, and ten feet deep: the proposed 
canal wili be nine feet deep. The canal of Langue. 
doc is one hundred and forty-four feet wide, includ- 
ing the towing paths, and the canal of Holstein is 
fifty feet wide at the bottom: the proposed canal 
will be eighty-six feet wide, including the towing 
paths, and twenty-six fee: wide at the bottom. The 
summit of the canal of Languedoc is six hundred 
and thirty-nine feet above the tide water; of the 
Leeds and Liverpool canal, five hundred and twen- 
ty-five; and of the Rochdale canal, five hundred 
and twenty-one feet: the summit of the proposed 
canal will be only sixty eight feet above the tide 
water. The canal of Ladoga is obstructed by ice 
above six months in the year: the proposed canal 
will not be obstructed by ice three months in the 
year. In the Rochdale canal, part of the water of 
one of the reservoirs is raised above sixiy-feet by 
steam. At Harecastle, a canal passes through a 
tunnel, or subterraneous passage, which is two 
thousand eight hundred and eighty yards in lengtia, 
and more than seventy yards below the surface of 
the earth. At Sapperton, there is a tunnel nearly 
two miles and a half inlength. At Stratford mea- 
dows, a canal is carried on an embankment which 
18 nine hundred yards long, seventeen feet high, 
and one hundred and twelve feet in breadth at the 
bottom. At Barton, an aqueduct, nearly fifty feet 
high, and five hundred yards long, conveys a canal 
over the navigable river Irwel; and near Bowling 
bay, an aqueduct of four arches carries the canal 
of the Forth and Clyde over the river Kelvin, and 
a valley sixty-five feet deep, and four hundred and 
twenty feet in length. In the canal of Languedoc, 
there are one hundred and fourteen locks, and on- 
ly miles of the canal are on the same level: 
in the proposed canal there will not be more than 
thirteen locks at each end; and the intermediate 
distance of twenty-nine miles will be om the same 
level, and without an obstruction. 

it will also be seen that great undertakings for 
the improvment of inland navigation are not con- 


fined to Europe: The Royal canal of China, from 


Canton to Pekin, is eight hundred and twenty-five 
miles long, fifty feet wide, and nine feet deep. 

‘To complete the investigation it would be proper 
to examine the probable amount of intercourse in 
number of boats and tonnage, and the rates of tolls 
and receipts, and also the probable annual expendi- 
tures by salaries of superintendants and workmen, 
by wear and tear, and by contingencies. The com- 
missioners have forborne to make this inquiry, as it 
was not made part of their duty by the law undef 
which they acted, and as it has heretofore been re- 
presented to the house of assembly by a committee 
of that body, that “itis ascertained, from data to- 
lerably correct, that during’ the late war, a sum, 
little short of two millions of dollars, was paid for 
cartage of various kinds of produce, merchandis% 
and military stores across this state.” 

In the foregoing estimate, the commissioners 





have inserted every item of expence which has 0° 
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curred to them in the course of their investigation, 
ss applicable to the proposed undertaking; but as 
they do not profess to have any practical knowledge 
on the subject, they may have omitted charges 
which, by some persons, may be esteemed neces- 
sary, and there may be plans of work inserted which 
an experienced engineer may alter or dispense with. 
It rests with the legislator to determine whether it 
would be most expedient for the state to appropri- 
ate the sum requisite by annual instalments, and to 
procure funds for the purpose by loans or solicita- 
tions, or to permit individuals to subscribe, reserv- 
ing a part for the state; or to grant to the United 
States authority to construct the canal, with such 
reservations of privileges to this state, and to the 
inhabitants in the vicinity of the canal, as it may be 
deemed expedient to stipulate. 

If the latter proposition should be determined en, 
they are of opinion, that it may tend to induce the 
congress of the United States to promote and com- 
plete a general plan of inland navigation, as a strong 
cement of the union, an excellent preservative of 
the lives of voyaging citizens and mariners, a sure 
protection for domestic commerce, a ready way of 
transporting troops and military stores, and a cheap 
and safe mode of conveying the products and fabrics 
of American agriculturists and manufacturers to 
American consumers. 

If the design should be commenced and accom- 
plished under the direction of the United States, 
officers of the corps of engineers, with a due pro- 
portion of privates, may be stationed at the locks 
and reservoirs, and the whole business conducted 
with science and economy. 

These civil fortifications, the cheap defence of 
the nation, and the silent preventive of the harm 
of an enemy, will then be arranged on the same 
plan, and for the same vessels, from Massachu- 
setts to Georgia, and the whole voyage performed 
under the superintending care of the general go- 
vernment. 


in search of a gem less brilliant? This is too much 
the case: the British, not content with dressing our 
bodies, modestly assume the right of manufacturing 
ideas for us, and of directing their uses—and we sub- 
mit to both. In numerous instances, we play the 
part of a “spoil’d child” (whose father had raised 
himself to sufficient opulence by the trade of boot- 
making to make a fool of his son) that requested old 
dad to import half a dozen pairs of o/s, from Eng- 
land, for him: he would run the risk of being un- 
fitted—they might hurt his corns or wound his heels, 
be too broad or too narrow—too thick or too thin, 
no matter what, if they were made of English lea- 
ther, by English workmen; there was something 
excessively “wulgar” in being booted from his fu- 
ther’s shop. When shall we look at home and have 
home-feelings? The old English song says, “Home 
is home, be it ever so homely”—but we seem to 
say— English is English, be it ever so English, and, on 
that account, ought to be preferred! 

The work before us is entirely destitute of what 
we, in the United States, call party. Its ground is 
so broadly national, that the “American” and “Fede- 
ral Republican” newspapers in this city—(papers 
as opposite in their party tenets as the antipodes) 
have equally united in deprecating its fall, as a loss 
to literature, elegance and the accomplished scho- 
lar; and in this, standing as it were between the 
two, we heartily jom them. 

My opinion about the influence of foreign bovks 
is well known to every one of my readers. I have 
considered them as among the most formidable-en- 
gines that can be brought to bear against our favor- 
ite principles and best beloved institutions. Taim 
at independence every way; and would no more come 
under Scotch reviewers or London critics for the 
thoughts of my heart, than be subject to Castlereach 
to direct my political conduct. These reviewers 
are continually libelling my country; and not unfre- 
quently in the coarsest and most uncouth manner. 
That Great Britain has many very wise and learned 


The commissioners regret that the short period } men, is with pleasure admitted—but, in general, 


of time since the completion of the field work by 
Mr. Randel prevents them from making a more 
perfect report. Being aware of the general soli- 
citudé on the subject, they have concluded to ter- 
minate their inquiries without further delay, and, 
with all due consideration, they respectfully sub- 
mit the result of their labors. 

JOHN RUTHERFURD, 

JOHN N. SIMPSON, 

GEORGE HOLCOMBE. 

New-Brunswick, Jan. 22, 1817. 








National Literature. 


Tae Portico, published in Baltimore, in monthly 
numbers, and, certainly, one of the ablest and best 
conducted periodical works that ever issued from 
the American press—“a proud specimen of Ameri- 
can independence, talents and character’’—we re- 
gret to learn, languishes and seems likely to fall 
for want of support. The Edinburgh and London 
Reviews, possessing no more merit than the Portico, 
and far less interest to ws, spread far and wide 
through our country, disseminating their poisonous 
principles and arbitrary notions among the people; 
whilst this xative work, devoted to elegant litera- 
ture, and which might serve as an antidote to foreign 
productions, hobbles along and hardly gets on at all! 

And is it so, that every thing must bear an im- 
ported character to give it grace in the eyes of an 
American public—are we always to despise the dia- 


they want liberality; setting themselves up as gods 
of literature to whom all the world must do, homage, 
or be anathematised, Is the rich soil and clear sky 
of the United States less productive of genius than 
the barren heaths of Scotland or mist-covered Eng- 
land—and why have we net writers as reputable to 
our intellect as the exploits of our army and navy 
have been to the courage and skill of our soldiers 
and seamen? The answer is given in the case of the 
boot-maker’s son—we want a national, Tf had almost 
said a NaTurat, feeling, and are filked with preju- 
dices m favor of foreigners; who hold us in a sort: 
of vassalage, and treat us rudely, indeed, for our 
folly in submitting to it. As to myself, (lest 
what is here said may give rise to invidious re- 
Marks) my pretentions to literature are very hum- 
ble—I do not claim a name as a literary character’ 
I can make out, generally, to tella plain.story so as 
to be understood, and this is about the extent of 
my learning—but, I think, I have some capacity to 
appreciate it in others; we may admire what we 
cannot imitate, and I certainly love elegant litera- 
ture, though I-do not possess it, to ameliovate our 
manners and refine society; which manners and re- 
finement I would have American, suited to the ge- 
nius of our government, destitute of every species 
of injustice and despotism. We have men capable 
of rescuing us from the slanders of insolent foreign- 
ers, in the field of letters; who, “point to point” 
and “yard arm to yard arm,” will “meet the enemy 
and make them our’s.” But they must be encou- 








mond that lies at our feet and travel to far countries 


| raged —thev must have the means to live; they must 
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not be suffered to languish, and, after every re- 
Source is exhausted, be compelled to retire from 


the contest, “without a shot in the locker.” ‘The 


poems of Byrou and Scott have produced more clear 


money to booksellers of the United States, re-pub- 
lishing them, than, perhaps, they have derived from 
all our native literary works, united—yet we have 


at least one man capable of rivalling Byron and of 


surpassing Scott, in every respect, whose business 
it would be to write poetry, if he could live by it— 
but he prefers a subordinate station and a small 
. weekly stipend to the pursuit; well knowing that 
if he were to publish a volume of poems, superior 
to any thing that Pope ever put into his sweetest 
measure, or Shakspeare imagined, they would (after 
supplying a few personal friends, purchasing them 
out of compliment to him) remain to lumber the 
booksellers’ shelves, while any sort of foreign trash, 
puffed by foreizy reviewers, was selling by thou- 
sands. It is thus in every branch of. literature: Its 
disciple is made sick by long-deferred hope, and, 
im poverty, abandons it. There is not, to my know- 
ledge, one man in the United States who lives com- 
fortably, and much less acquires fortune, hy his 
talents asa writer. The honest truth is—descend- 
ing from the Portico to the — , that stupidity 
is among the best qualities to make moncy as an 
editor and publisher.* On this account, some may say 
that J ought to do well!—and so I would, if 1 had 








not enough of a jove of my humble wali in litera- | 


ture to induce me ratier to trim the midnight lamp 
to give a supposed value to my work, than spend an 
hour in dunning for the money earned by it. 


Designing only to have written ane or two brief 


paragraphs, I have been insensibly led to make a 
jong essay. It has its object in what is the favorite 
wish of iuy heart. I am sensible that the sun is as 
big to the United States, my country, as to Englund, 
or even Edinburg/; and I will not travel across the 
Atlantic to enjoy its light and heat when I can have 
it at Aome. The liberal} spirit of the Weexty Resis- 
TER towards liberal foreigners or useful citizens, 
coming amongst us, is universally known. It has 
none of that ancieat John- Bull-disposition that hates 
or despises every man or thing because he or it was 
brought to life or produced in a foreign country— 
let merit have its due, be it derived from whence it 
may. But I naturally wish, that we should give a 
preference to it in “our own household”—and it is 
time enough when we do not find the thing desired 
here to go abroad in search of it. By acting upon 
this principis in every respect, we shall raise up a 
national feeling, and inspire a pride of country, more 
powerful to operate for our safety, than all the fleets 
and armies of England, (and, in a little while hence, 
of all Europe, united) can do to our injury. What- 
ever we cannot get as good, or even as pleasing, at 
home, provided we have the means of indulging 
ourselves, let us courteously receive from foreign 
countries—giving only a preference, for like quaii- 
ties, to the products of citizens and residents of the 


to render it free from that phraseology that mace 
it, occasionally, too indelicate for the youth of 
either sex, while care has been taken that no fact 


nor incident, worthy of note, related by the author, 
is omitted. 


\ 


Mr. Conse has issued proposals for publishing 
his Weekly Political Register at New-York, at $5 per 
annum, payable half-yearly in advance. Address 
Henry Cobbett, 19 Wall-street, post-paid. 

The reason assigned tor the discontinuance of the 
former Register at that place is, that the numbers 
intended to have been forwarded to the United 
States faund their way into lord Castlereagh’s office, 





Tne AMERICAN MONTHLY MAGAZINE, a new work, 
edited by H. Bizlgw, esq. and. published by Messrs, 
Kirk and Mercien, New-York, has just appeared, 
and is highly spoken of. It is published in numbers 
-of 80 pages, mukins: 2 vols. per annum, for five do}- 
lars. This magazine is devoted to polite literature, 
criticism, &c. We learn from the editor’s address 
that it already has 1000 subscribers. * a 

Another work entitled, “Arnennum, or spirit of the- 
English magazines,” is publishing by Mouree and 
Francis, Boston, in semi-monthly numbers, of 4u 
pages, at $5 per annum. ‘The titie is sufficiently 
descriptive of the contents of this work. ' 





The Arsany Regisren, edited by Solomon South. 
| wick, esq. one of the oldest papers in the state of 
| New-York, has been discontinued. The valedictory 
address explains the cause—and shews how easy x 
paper may expire for want of Support, with a large 
subscription list. The disbursements of the print. 
ing business are very heavy—iarge amounts must be 
made up from small sums, which, because they are 
small, thousands neglect to pay—and they can 
do it at anytime. Une old balance is added to ano- 
ther, and year to year. While the hope of payment 
lasts, the harsh measure of stopping the paper is 
not resorted to; and finally the weight of debts due, 
after exhausting all the means of the publisher to 
bear up against them, breaks him down. For a litée 
while, in acertain circle of friends, his fate is mourn-, 
ed; but he is soon forgotten, even by those who 
| caused his fall, commencing a new course with som¢ 
new candidate for their favor, ' 
English and Scotch Reviewers. 
Few, if anv, numbers of these works, ostensibl; 

devoted to lofty politics, police literature and honest 
criticism, are issued without some libellous attack} 
or unprovoked invective, upon the American charac 
ter. ‘The most pitiful and contemptible things are 
| raked up to round a caluimnious period, and any stu- 
| pid tale is accepted as a truth from sacred writ, if it 
tends to pointit. ‘The modest gentlemen who con- 
duct them have kindly taken the science, literature, 








United States. 


a OO 


morals and general conduct of the whole world into 


{their “holy keeping,” as we say of the Inquisition, 


™ | when it is tearing a man to pieces, in its dungeons 
LITERARY NOTICES. | : B P geons, 


TOOKE’S PANTHEON. 

A new edition of this standard work has just been 
published by Messrs. Coale and Maxwell, Baltimore, 
embellished with thirty new and beautiful out-line 
plates, drawn from antique statues, engraved by 
Fairman. This work requires no eulogium from 
us. In the present edition an attempt has becn made , 


*See some of our most profitable newspapers, on 


both sides of the question, for proof of this. | 








| with red-hot pincers, to convince him of the merci- 
' ful dispensation of the saviour or m=N; and whatever 


does not come up to their standard, is barbarous* 





’ *“Barbarous” is a favorite term with these review- 
ers, as applied to American literature and mannets. 
The English practice may suit their refined notions, 
better. “Zam ordered by my government,” said ad- 
miral Cochrane in a public despatch, ‘re pEsTROY 
ALL PLACES ASSaiLaBLE.” ‘This, according to the 


religious Dr. Sam. Johnsan’s opinion, that uff of ag 








and 
that 
{oO O} 
with 
Spar 
age! 
num 
the 
his | 
put 
Mr. 
ver! 
theti 
=i)! 
ers 


the 








NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER-—THE MAILS. 





199 











end absurd. We were not surprised at the report 


I this day met with a pamphlet, of about §0 pages. 


that Mr. Bagot, the British minister, had intimated |published in London in 1805, entitled “1 view of 


4o our government that his master would not view 
with satisfaction any arrangement with the late 
Spanish colonies which should contribute to the 
aggrandizement of the United States—{see the last 
number of the Recisren, page 184]—well knowing 
the insuperable objection that the government of 
his country has to the aggrandizement of any power 
but its own—and which, if made, was treated by 
Mr. Monroe just exactly as the prince regent’s go. 
vernors would treat a remonstrance from us against, 
their invasions of the territory of the king of Kundy 
—but we hardly expected that the London Review- 
ers would have been jealous already of the trade 
we have with the Sandwich Islands, and out of that 
get an item to abuseus!t It is a serious truth, that 
the visiting of these distant islands, governed by) 
an independent and enterprizing prince, by our' 
hardy mariners, in five or ten vessels in a year, is| 





| 








sufficient to provoke the anger of tiiese moderate | « 
and unassuming gentlemen, who seem to think the} 


‘world was made for” England and themselves. 


But as, from the general good and gallant con-| 
duct of our countrymen, they would die of the} the cowhouse and saw aman standing inthe 
‘“th’ shipp’n, on seedo monstonning ith’ groop.* 
earn their wages) upon, they seize on our literature, | 


' 


spleen for want of objects to whet their malice, (or 


and mouth it and maul it, and chew it and champ 
it, like a hungry dog does a bone; twisting and 
turning it every way to get a taste of something 
suited to their appetite. 

One might think, from the great zeal of those 


folks for the purity of the English language, in their}, 


terrible denunciations of every thing belonging to’ 
it on this side of the water, that their own people, 
were faultless, and that they had nothing to do at! 
home. Now the fact is, there is not a people in the| 
whole world so ignorant of their own language as | 
the people of England—a little spot of earth, with an} 
unmixed population for ages. An anecdote that oc- 
cured to me may illustrate this—I believe I have told 
the story before, but it is a good one and will bear | 
a repetition. 
ment and exercise, I stopped at a public house and} 
garden, on the outskirts of the town, to refresh 
myself, where I happened to fall in with several 
Englishmen, deeply engaged in passing encomiums 
upon the general learning of their own countrymen, 
and depreciating thatof others. I never meet this' 
sort of boasters without feeling a disposition to 
oppose them; and so, knowing several of them, 1 
joined in the conversation, flatly denying their posi- 


happened to open. 


} 


' s 


One evening taking a walk for amuse-|,.¢ 








tions, and proposing to prove, by themselves, that 


the Luncashire dialect, by way of dialogue,” &c. wit 
a “glossary;” which latter, L will soon shew th 
reader, is necessary to understand it. The wor's 
are spelt in this book as they are pronounced, art 
1 am perfectly satisfied that nothing is exaggerate’. 
The following is a quotation from the first page { 
I shalt write out a couple of 
sentences, and then refer to the glossary to put the 


Engiish above them. A clown is relating his ac- 
vegtures— 


Thou wilt say so by and bye. 


When Fwas tired of 
, 7? ‘ > oe | 
“Theaw’'ll sey so eendneaw. 


Whau Vr toyart’o 
that place and crept away without [a] dit or 

“that pleck; gn crope owey, witheawt bitorsope, 
or pinch of snuff; for I played the fool and on thyt 
“or cup o sneeze; farI gawmbl’t - on ¢leat tat 
£0 t00. 


f soon enquired this gentleman’s house 
§00a too. 


Tsoyne sperr’d this gentlemon’s hoah 
out; and when FT got there, I guvea glance into 
“eawt; on when eh geete tear, I gan 9 glent into 





It was no easy matter to make this out—the wor 1 
“sope” is not in the glossary, and “groop”? may as 
well remain untranslated. ‘The Lancashire dialect, 
‘is perhaps, the most uncouth and unintelligible or 
jany in af? England, but thése are some eight or ten 
idialects more that are almost as mucb so; and which 
a well bred Englishman requires an interpreter to 
understand. A man may travel in the United Stetes” 
from Maine to Louisiane, without meeting any one 
that he cannot understand and be understood by, 
if he avoids the few Dutch and French settlements 


|that yet, almost unmixed, remain in our young 


country. 

From the preceding specimen and remarks most 
persons will conclude with us that the British re- 
viewers have business enough at home, and are with- 
out any necessiiy of reaching across the Atlantic 
instruct usin the English language, in order to em- 
ploy themselves. 





+“ Leet, light of, on, or met wath, light and 
lightniag.’—Grossary. 

*The dialogue between Thomas and Mary [YTum- 
‘mas and Meary} begins with the following ques- 
tion and answer, which may amuse some of our 
readers— 

t'um. Odds me, Meary! whooa the dickens wau’d 


they did not know what they were talking about'—}o thowt o’leeting o thee here so soyne this morning? 
They stared at me and at one another, and the proof] Where has to bin? Theaw’rt aw on a Swat, I think; 


was demanded: I proposed some common phrases 
of about ten words, and requested that each per- 
son present should pronounce them in the dialect 
of the county he came from. AS good luck would 
have it, the first that attempted it was from the 
“West-Riding,” (I believe) of Yorkshire; he gave 
the words, and “staggered” all the rest; but the 
second, from Lancashire, completely knocked them 
down, and they ceded the point. Most of the words 
had no more the sound of English than of Hebrew. 





ought to have been hung for our rebellion, may be 
a polished sentence—but the sentiment is import- 
ant as being official, and perhaps wnigue; the pro- 
bability is, that no other government ever issued 
such an order. We ought never to forget it; and 
really, with all the charities of heart collected, I 
{eel at a loss to say whether it ought to be forgiven. 
tSee Quarterly Review for February . 


far theaw looks primely. 

Mea. Beleemy, Tummus, I welly lost my wynt; 
lfar P’ve had sitch a traunce this MoOrDing as eh nee 
had e’meh hife: Far I went to Jone’s o Harry’s 
o’lung Jone’s far’t borrow their Thible to stur th’ 
Furmety weh, an his wife had lent it to Bet o’ my 
Gronny’s: So I skeawr’t eend wey, an’ when eh 
coom there, hoo’d lent it to Kester o’Dick’s, an the 
Dule steawnd im far a Brindl’t Carl, he’d mede i: 
\int® Shoon Pegs. Neaw wou’d not sitch o Moon- 
‘shine traunce potter onny Body’s Plucks? 


The Mails. ats 


'A much respected friend at Henderson, K@loy- 
| notified me of the great detention of “ ™ my 
| ux Ryeisrer, and pointed out what CUons.— 
| were the causes of it.” Belleving@iform and 
. good. might he subserved andé oi collecting 

ssavily arbitrary 
Te any operation, 
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promoted by it, I forwarded the letter, with a 
polite note, to the post-master-general, from 
whom I received the following prompt and satis- 
factory reply. With such a proper disposition 
in the head of this important department, | 
would respectfully recommend that publishers, 
who generally have the most reason to complain 
of delays and losses by the mails, would rather 
endeavor to ascertain the probable causes of their 
disadvantageous operation, and make them 
known to the P. M. general, than indulge in 
common censures which very seldom have an ef: 
fect to remedy them. By thus uniting our efforts, 
we might do much to promote the good of the 
establishment and our own interest. . 


General post-office, 15th May, 1817. 

Sin—Since the receipt of your letter of the 13th 

instant, I have instituted an enquiry into the causes 

of the detention of mails on their passage to Hen- 

derstown, Ky. and I have taken measures to pre- 

vent further failures on that route. I am much 

obliged to you for the information contained in 

your letter, and I will thank you to point other er- 
rors that come within your notice. 

Respectfully, your obd’t, - 

| : R. J. MEIGS, jr. 


¢ 


Mr. H, Niles, 
Editor of the Weekly Register, 
Baltimore, Md. 


— —_— 
Our Naval Officers. 


The various letters that have been published 
from the officers of our several squadrons station- 
ed at different times in the Mediterranean to their 
friends in the United States, do no less honor.to 
their heads, than their courage to their hearts, or 
their prowess to their arms—presenting the happi- 
est unions of mind, with valorand skiH. Their de- 
scriptions of places are sometimes quite eloquent, 
and always amusing—and are the more interesting 
as coming from the quarter in which the foundation, 
of our naval glory was laid in our wars with the 
Barbary pirates, erected, however, by the native ge- 
nius of our countrymen, and carried to its pinnacle 
of fame by a chivalric devotion to the cause of the 
republic. They speak a language also, of a singu- 
lar character—we can-do this, we will do that, we 
HAVE DONE another thing; it is the language of men 
who suppose themselves invincible, on any thing 
like an equality of terms—and they are so. Talkin 
of the famous port of “Minorca, one of the finest 
harbors in the world, one of them says, “in case of 
a Spanish war our present force is sufficient to take 
the place.” ) , 


The following are extracts from three letters from 
the present squadron in the Mediterranean— 
“The mind in ruminating over the remains of an- 
tiquity, [the writer is immediately alluding to the 
rums of Carthage] which abqund every where in 
this part of the globe, is naturally led to consider 
the frailty and vanity of man. Of all the great ci- 
ties that flourished in ancient times, little or no- 
thing now remains byt their bare names, save the 
deeds recorded of them by the faithful historian. 
if ever my country should cease to exist, may she 
leave behind her, an example of virtue, bravery and 
liberty, and so become the admiration of the world. 
May the historian have it in his power to say, “ Be- 
hold a country that never bowed its neck to receive 
the tyrant’s yoke,” which, in its infancy, overcome 








established its independence on the firm basis of 
justice and équality, and preserved its freedom un- 


deeds that distinguished her in childhood, till time, 
in his career, chagrined to see a people so happy, 
with his all powerful hand, cut them off forever.” 
“This place [Tripoli] is very interesting to an 
American, when he considers that here our infant 
navy first began to show those deeds which have 
since distinguished it. Here is where Decatur, Jones, 
Macdonough, &e. first dispiayed' that firm and un- 
daunted spirit which has added glory te their coun- 
try, and immortalized themselves. The keeping 
up of a force in this sea is a good thing for our na- 
vy; as it not only gives the officers an opportunity 
of acquiring experience, but going into so many 
different ports, excites an emulation in cleanliness 
and discipline, which will be the lasting support of 
our navy. If an officer has no pride in his -profes- 
sion, he never will risé above mediocrity. There 
1s as Much pais taken to keep our ships neater and 
cleaner than those of other nations as there would 
be in fighting them: and it is with pleasure an Ame- 
rican can hear the meed of praise given by all to his 


country’s navy.” 


‘*He is as lazy as a Port Mahon soldier” is a com- 
mon saying-among our brave tars, and I must confess 
they are the laziest set of men I ever saw: they sel- 
dom appear in uniform, and their clothes look as if 
they never were in the wash-tub—when the sun 
shines you can see them in groups basking in its 
beams, employing their time in picking the vermin 
off their clothes and bodies—they are all convicts 
transported here from Spain. A few weeks before 
our arrival a ship arrived here with 150 on board in 
double irons, who were immediately released and 
habitéd like soldiers: they get for pay, per day 10 
cents and their bread—all of them have the look of 
villians, they steal every thing they. can lay their 
hands on, even the tomb is not sacred to them; 
they have broken up marble monuments and sold 
the pieces, which are very good merchandize here. 


**As to the justice administered here [at Minorca] 
[ shall give you but one instance, which is now the: 
common topic of conyersation at this place. .A.res- 
pectable gentleman. who lives.between Port Mahon 
and George-Town, has a profligate son, wha married 
about six months since. He very soon run out the. 
sum of money his father gave him and went to him 
for more, which the old gentleman refused and re-\ 
monstrated on the impropriety of his conduct. The 


§ json left him and immediately went to two soldiers, 


to bargain with them to murder ‘his father, on 
whose death the whole of the property would de- 
volve on him, as the only child. Thesoldiers agreed 
to do it for twq doubloons to be paid on the execu- 
tion of the deed. ' But as he had not the doubloons 
he wanted them to wait for pay till he got’ the pro- 
perty. But they thinking, that, after the deed was 
done, the other would not pay, refused doing it with- 
out being paid before hand; some alteréation arose 
and the son left them, saying that he could get it. 
done for half the money. .The soldiers unwilling to 
lose this opportunity of making money, lodged infor- 
mation against him before the magistrates. He was 
apprehended, and on trial it was fully. proved his in- 
tention was to have his father murdered.- The scl- 
diers owned they would have done it had he paid 
them the money. The soldiers were released, and‘ 
the son confined for three months,wliich time is now 
out, and he was set at liberty a few days since no 
doubt tocommit adeed whieh ought to fill the cou’ 
with horror,” ' 





gne of the most powerful nations in existence, and 


’ . a 4 


blemished. In her old age she displayed the same 
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f 
eal i . From sources of information collected at dit- 
Loguiataze of Sownert cat. ferent times, and from ee a aan my 
| esac ~ mind is convinced that the effects of the présent 
Ger oh Sony Pospe deg Lage os system are far more injurious than can have been 
e 


f - enerally supposed; and_as illustrations of this opi- 
I enter upon the duties of the honorable station oe I tle ee the following observations’ to yeah 
which has been assigned me, with emotions which indulgent consideration. ’ 
i cannot describe. Af-.er a long absence from the) | - respect to the capitation tax, it may be observe 
state, I found myself on my return almost sci th ie ed that an assessment of sixty dollars in the gene- 
in the land of my fathers; and, till a recent period, 1} list, is equal to that on twenty four acres of the 
should have deemed no overs more 4 nprobable than best alluvion meadow in the counties of Hartford 
that which has rendered it my duty to address you) |. Middlesex; or to that on forty-eight acres of the 
from this place. : blic | D¢st meadow land in any other part of the state; 
You, gentlemen, are all witnesses that the public) +) inot on one Anudred and seventy-five acres of 
suffrages have not been influenced by my solicita-| 11. best wood or timbered land in the vicinity of 
tions and exertions; neither oughtI to Pypente = our navigable waters; or to that on a first rate 
invaluable proof of the confidence af my fe fal new brick or stone house containing twelve fire 
citizens, which at this time demands my aepar places, in either of our cities; that deducting, ac- 
acknowledgements, to personal favor. If, in af ’|cording to a moderate estimate, the cost of cloths, 
iny countrymen-have been in some degree in a“ ing and other necessary personal expences, the ah- 
enced in their choice, by @ favorable estimate of} |) contributions of laboring man without pro-. 
the services I have performed in various stations, perty, are, on a medium calculation for the state, 
still it is my duty to acknowledge, that those ser- equal to one sixteenth part of his income. 
vices were commenced and continued under the “Other: taxes, which affect farmers of the mid: 
suidance of illustrious men, who were among the dling condition, are not dissimilar in their operation. 
founders of our nation; and that to the wisdom Their horses and oxen employed in agriculture, 
of their precepts, whatever has appeared most! ont be regarded as more eligible objects of 
meritorious in my conduct, ought chiefly to be taxation, than ploughs, harrows, and other instru- 
referred. It is sufficient honor for me to have! oo. of husbandry, the tools of a mechanic, or the 
obtained their confidence and approbation. — Dis- library of a lawyer, or physician. Though all these 
claiming all pretensions to a participation of their articles have an intrinsic value, yet whenever they 
glory, I cannot omit to express the reverence I oe are sold, they must be’ immediately replaced.— 
tertain, fer those sages, whom no artifices coul Distinctly considered, they are objects of expence 
decéive,, no temptations seduce, no dangers inti-| oy an of profit, being meredy aids to that skill 
midate.. Their names have been already inscribed and industry by which income is accumulated, 
on the imperishable tablets of history, and in-NOW| od without which, neither can be exerted with 
tendering my homage ‘to those, who, by divine success, ‘: : 
ed. were instrumental in achieving our indepen- Fie ii alia clablditcn ties applicable with equal 
ence, and establishing our government, A preaume force to the produce of dairies, tillage, and the 
that I perform a duty, which will be repeated by growth of stock on a farm, so far as these incre- 
every future ge- eration with increasing gratitude. |» io. required for the support of a family.— 
In attempting to perform the duty of inviting "Lhe physical wants of persons are so equal, that 
your attention to such subjects, as in my judgment with the exception of persons reduced to absolute 
require the consideration of the legislature, I am slavery, the consumption of those articles which 
not insensible of the peculiar delicacy of my situa- ‘constitute the common faod of the people, must al- 
tioa, arising not only from inexperience, but from ways ae ie proportion to the number, rather than 
the ‘want Of precise istration Tepeeung ‘Cle wealth of dierent Satie. lease i tee 
actual situation of our public affairs. While I rely been regarded as an axiom in finance, that taxes 
with confidence on the wisdom and intelligence of levied on the consumption of the necessaries of life, 
those whom I have the honor to address, I entreat are nearly equivalent to uniform taxes on persons 
that the opinions I advance, may be considered as without reference to property. 
the sincere convictions of my mind, declared un- Although the object is of minor importance, yet 
der a deep sense of those obligations of duty and) | operation of the assessment on fre places, is 
gratitude which bind me to my country. At the very unequal. In our climate, three fire places are 
same time it is my ardent desire, that the conse- occasionally necessary to the comfortable accom- 
quences Of ony misapprehension GF the tie Mh ation of every family. According to our sys- 
‘erests of our .copptiinents, Which I may RAVE Und ie eas ts Hot imposed on the building as an 
vouanterily entettampd, may. be ohyined hy 21.40. of thas wealth Ob bcawe af the occupant, but 
Tigorous €xamination. acer : - lon ail fire places whether used or not and with re- 
As the ancient system of taxation established in ference'to the condition of the building as being 
this state, has ceased to be adapted to the circum- new or decayed. Hence it must frequently happén, 
stances of the people, I recommend that measures Guat the cottage of'a man in very moderate circum- 
be adopted, with a view to a deliberate, and sys- stances, will be subject to a higher assessment than 
tematical revision. To this end, the formation of the ancient, but comfortable mansion of his opulent 
statements, exhibiting in detail the component neighbor. ° | 
articles which form the general list, both in re-}" is sccacehnint: emiallins aaiihiailiby inh-eailie. 
spect to the state, and the particular Townships, , h f 
with accounts of the annual contributions ef the peo-|factures; on commercial investments; pe, e Pn ts 
ple for every purpose, distinguishing the permanent| resulting from trades, professions, an ee: cpl 
: ; be | ments, and on monies loaned on interest, are in my 
from the extraordinary expenditures, ‘appear to “tind ot aga “a § daniaiveolinenl 
expedient. In forming a new system which must | opinion, liable to the “ meee a a ai 
affect every individual, it is proper to combine} Unless they are impose peg ing era sales a 
every resource of information, and to possess data, | merely nominal rates, vd the purpose ee ‘7 ng 
y which the effect of every principle may be fairly | statistical information, they are eg y ar api, 
estithated. : and unequal. So far as they have any operation, 
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they tend to depress talents, skill, and industry; judges of the supreme judicial courts, should hold 
they expose indiyiduals to odious investigations their offices, during good behavior, with salaries ade. 
and comparisons, and serve to expel capital from |quate to their independent support, and that they 
the state. aia should never be permitted to exercise the functions 
It is an obvious policy of this state, to limit, by |of legislators. 
all reasonable means, those emigrations which! The experience of every age has demonstrated, 
menace our resources. Fortunately for the people, | that no science can be improved and perfected, un- 
this object can be attained by the alluring influ- less its interests are confided to the protection of a 
‘ences of interest and affection only. These may particular profession. The science of law, as it 
be manifested by exonerating industry and s’:ill) comprehends a knowledge of the human character, 
from partial burdens, and by encouraging the tree} and the rights and duties of individuals, in every si- 
circulation of capital and credit. In proportion to'tuation, and under every modification of society, 
the improvements in the arts, and the progress of ought to be cherished with peculiar attention.—. 
civilization, the interests of the community become; Though no controversies have ever existed respect- 
involved. Our state of society has already acquired | ing the general principles of moral and social obliga- 
such a degree of maturity, that agriculture, com-|tion, yet the regulations of every free and civiliz. 
merce and the mechanic arts, have become mutual | ed state, must be numerous, complicated, and arti- 
supports and dependencies, which must flourish or’ ficial, and the knowledge and proper application of 
decay together, Each of these interests are equally! them, must require facultigs of the mind which are 
affected by those laws by which contracts are form-| rarely combined. Whenever the laws become fluc- 
ed and adjusted, and to all, an exact adherence éo | tuating and arbitrary, they cease to be rules proper 
justice, as the only basis of a firm credit, are equally i for the direction of free citizens; and whenever their 
essential. Owing to the subdivisions of real pro-|expositors are influenced in their decisions by the 
perty, the farmers, hitherto the most independent | veering gales of party politics, the lives, liberties, 
class of citizens, cannot pursue their business to'and property of the people are rendered insecure. 
advantage, without a pecuniary capital, or an oc-} Moreover, history informs us, that disorders ia the 
casional resort to credit. Seme estates are best administration of justice, are, of all political evils, 
adapted to tillage; others for pasture; and in a third, the least susceptible of redress. 
winter forage is mgst abundant. Hence arises the; Prior to the close of the revolutionary war, the 
necessity for mutual credits, or the use of capital judges of the supreme court were generally, if not 
which may be fairly purchased but which will retire|invariable, designated from among themembers of 
from the influence of legal coercion. ithe council. In May, 1784, a law was enacted by 
The mechanic arts have sometimes been repre-| which the office of a judge of the superior court was 
sented as unfavorable to public morais. Winstances/ declared to be incompatible with a seat in the legis- 
can be adduced where artizans have become a de- lature, or in congress. It was, however, at the same 
graded class of men, the causes of their depression | time provided that the judges should thereafter hold 
are to be discovered in political regulations which/their offices, during the pleasure of the general as- 
have restrained their liberty and reduged them to/sembly. The separation of the judicial and legisla- 
poverty. The nature of thejr employments mani-|tive functions lags remained complete; yet as the 








festly tends toa differentresult. It is in the work 
shop, that habits of order and atten:ion to the ef- 
fects of intelligent design are necessarily cultivated; 
and that fidelity, economy, and mutual co-operation, 
are discovered to be duties of indispensable obliga 
tion. 


The freedom with which T have thought it my du-! 


commissions of the judges have been limited to a 
single year, the security, and, perhaps, dignity of 
their stations have been somewhat impaired. 

It is conceded that the legislature of this state, 
has hitherto recognized the principles which ap- 
pear as fundameutal articles in most ofthe Ameri- 


t 





can constitutions, by admitting in practice, that the J 


ty to disclose my sentiments respecting the opera-|judges are, in equity, entitled to re-appointments 
tion of the existing system of taxation, upon the in-| during good behaivour, or the continuance of their 
terests of a great proportion of our constituents,| ability to discharge the duties of their respective 
might, if my motives were unexplained, expose mejtrusts. Still there isa manifest distinction between 
to the effects of impressions, which self-respect re-'the tenure of an office during the pleasure of the 
quires me to obviate. It is now more than twenty| general assembly, and a tenure fora single year. In 
years, since I presented a report to the house of re-| the one case, the office is defeasible by a majority 
presentatives of the U. States, in which the exhaust-! of one branch of the legislature, while in the otha, 
ing effects of unequal systems of taxation in several|the concurrence of both branches is necessary to 
of the states, especially in New England, were dis-' effect a removal. 

tinctly described. The opinions then expressed were} As the principles of the act of 1784, in effect, ap- 
not dissimilar from those now submitted to your! proximate to those declared in the constitutions of 
consideration. As the principles of that report Massachusetts and several of the other states; as the 
were approved by congress, and as the benefits of| sanctuary of justice cannot be rendered too secure 
the consequent system, in equalizing the public’ and especially as our bench is, at this time, adorned 
contributions, have since been demonstrated by ex-' with judges distinguished for learning, talents, and 
perience, I consider that I may fairly claim to be ex-) purity of character, I presume that no period more 
empted from any suspicion of motives arising from| unexceptionable than the present, can be expected 
my present situation if I earnestly recommend a rule | tooccur, for the restoration of provisions of the high: 
of taxation which has received the sanction of the) est importance to the present generation and to pos 
United States, to which I would add a few objects | terity. 

of assessment, connected with our local circumstan-| There are no subjects respecting which the sel: 


ces as being best adapted to promote the interests 
of the public 

There are I believe, no principles in which the 
friends of civil liberty have more generally coucur- 
red, and in respect to which their opinions have 
yeen more emphatically pronounced, than that 


sibility of freemen is more liable to be excited to 
impatience, than in regard to the rights of con- 
science, and the freedon. of suffrage. So highly 
do the people prize these privileges, that they 
have sometimes ascribed to unfriendly motives, 
‘wards particular sects-and denominations, such fe: 
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ulations as. were sincerely intended to secure anj It is the policy of every wise state; to consider 
equality ofrights to every porn of the communi-| Well its situation and resources, and by systematical 
iy. Whenever the public mind appears to be con-| arrangements, to acquire and maintain, some honora- 
siderably agitated on these subjects, prudence re-)ble distinction among its neighbors, founded on «, 
quires that the legislature should review its mea-| principle the least exposed to depression. In what. 
sure, aud by reasonable explanations or modifica-;| ever relates to education, or the means of unfold~ 
uions of the laws, restore public confidence and|ing and directing the human faculties, to objects 
wranquility, connected with the great interests of society, pre- 
Happily for us, the principles which must goyern | sent and future, this state has nothing to apprehend. 
all delib-rations ou these subjects, are,neither ab-| from external competitions and rivalships. It can 
struse nor uncertain. It is the right and duty of|uot be a question whether all our existing institu- 
every Mun, publicly and privately, to worship andj tions ought to be maintained, but in what degree 
adore the supreme creator and preserver of the uni-|and in what manner they can best be invigorated, 
versé, in the manner most agreeable to the dictates|extended, and directed to new objects of public 
of his own conscience: and no man er body of menjutility. I[t is certain that no fame can be so dura-~ 
lave, or can acquire, by acts of licentiousness, im- ible, as that which would arise from the possession 
piety or usurpations, any right to disturb the public jof institutions, for the cultivation of the human 
peace, or control others in the exercise of their re-|infellect of acknowledged pre-eminence; and in 
ligious Opinions or warship. proportion to our success in obtaining this distinc- 
' ‘fhough the gospel of Christ, like the ark of God, tion, will be the extension of an influence more. 
does ngt require the support of human strength, | brilliant and useful, than under any which can be 
yet it is conducive to good order, piety, and mo-| derived from agcumulations of wealth or territorial 
rality, that public teachers of religion should be dominion. 
designated, and that laws providing eflicient reme-| A general view of the circumstances of the state, 
dies for enforcing the voluntary contracts a. the|preseuts subjects for consideration which require 
people for their support, should be instituted and grave, united, and patriotic councils, founded on a 
constantly maintained, Just estimate of pur situation. In the salubrity of 
fa regpect to the most suitable mode of support- jour climate; in the fertility of our soil; in our 
mg the ministers of religion, there has existed facilities for external and internal commerce; in the 
some diversity of opinion among different denomina- ¢xtent and variety of our industry and skill; and in 
tious of Christians. ‘That by fixed salaries, has been|tne intellectual endowments and energies af the 
and probably will continue to be, most generally people, we may securely confide; but we cannot 
approved. In whatever mode the supportis afford. |conceal the evidences every where present, that 
ed, the history of the church proves, that such has lour wealth has diminished; that commerce has 
peen the attachment of the people totheir pastors, declined; that agriculture languishes; and that the 
rising from the veneration for their virtues, grati- | factories, and mechanic arts, from which a great 
tude for the consolations they afford, and the utili-; proportion of the people derive their support, are 
ty of their influence, wien employed in promoting |Oppressed by the stagnation of markets and the 
peace and concord iu society,that governments have |“eficiency of an uniform mediwm of exchange. 
more frequently found it expedient to restrain, than] Some of these embarrassments are not peculiar to 
(y stimulate the public munificence. it may also | this state, and are owing to the calamitous and im- 
be observed, that the great body of clergy, have )paverished condition of other countries. The re- 
always enjoyed the highest degrees of esteem, libe- \dress of others, has, very properly been confided to 
rality, and influence, under governments of a po- |Our national councils, and from tbe operation of their 
pular form, and where the greatest equaiity of con- |'measures, relief is gradually extending among the 
dition has subsisted among the people. people. Still much remains to be accomplished by” 
in regard to the manner in which the right of|vur collective and individual exertions, and mucie 
suffrage ought to be exercised, it may be remarked, | may be hoped from those sanative principles inherent 
that not only the purity, but the freedom of the/in free governments, which serve to apply the defici- 
elective franchise, according to the dictates of pri- |cncies, or correct the errors of legislation. 
vate judgment appear to have beei cautiously secur-| An investigation of the causes which produce the 
ed by our ancient institutions. As every freeman numerous emigrations of our industrious and enter- 
is bound by a solemn oath, that he will give his|prizing young men, is by far the most important 
votes and suffrages as in hés conscience he judges subject which can engage our attention. We can- 
will conduce to the best good of the state, without jnot justly repine at any improvement of their con- 
respect of persons or favor of any man; as motives|dition. ‘They are our relations and friends, who, in 
of fiiendship, personal favor and even private in-|the hgnorable pursuit of comfort and independence, 
terest, are by this obligation, excluded from con-jencounter voluntary toils and privations, and the 
sideration, it was inferred to be but reasonable, that|success of their efforts, affords a most exhilirating 
the freemen, in forming their decisions with refer-|subject for contemplation. Still it is certain that 
ence to the persons most suitable to fill offices of/the ardour for emigration may be excessive, and 
honor or profit, should be exempted from those|perhaps the time has arrived, when it will be wise 
conflicts of teeling, which personal solicitations, |in those who meditate removals to compare the va« 
the influence of office, or colissions -of opinion, |lue of what they must relinquish, with what they 
havea tendency to excite ft must have been upon ican expect to acquire; and to reflect, that schools, 
ihese principles, that the law has declared it to be|churches, roads, and many other establishments 
4 penal offence, merely io offer to a freeman a/necessary to the comfort, preservation and dignity 
written yote without being previously solicited, |of society, are appendages of real property in old. 
I'he legislature will, in their wisdom, discern whe. | states; and that in a comparative estimate, the ex- 
ther any’ well founded complaints of the violation! pences of forming these establishments anew, ought 
of these pritigiples have arisen, in consequence of|to be added to the first cost and other charges inci- 
‘he present mode of exercising the right of suf-|dent to new settlements. 
trage, and in that case, wil doubtless apply the! On our part it is important to consider whether 


proper remedy eyers thing has been done, which is practicable, to 
' b 4 4 t 
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a | render the people contented, industrious, and fru- 
a Hite | gal; and if causes are operating to reduce any class 
yA) ih of citizens to a situation, which leaves them no al- 
aa ternative but poverty or emigration, in that case to 
hele afford the most speedy relief. : : 
ae Oe _ Thope to be excused, if I express a decided con- 


viction, that the success ofthe manufacturing esta- 
; blishments of this country, is connected with our 
} most essential interests. A‘ state which is depen- 
i dent on another, for clothing, arms, provisions, or 
the instruments by which ‘they must be procured, 
cannot be tranquil, and must be insecure. I have 
no doubt that our advantages and resources for en- 
| _ suring the complete success of these establish- 
Meaty ments, are superior to those of any other people; 
oto} and I firmly believe that the embarrassments un- 

ae tee der which they labor, are temporary; and that they 
ae en) will diminish under the protection afforded them 
piel Fis by the national government, and the operation of 

i ee powerful causes, which are develeping in their fa- 

a vor. Still, owing to the stagnation of commerce 

at and exchange, the present is an intéresting crisis; 

Wee we and they now need all the patronage which can be 
hero Ma afforded them, by government, and public opinion. 
Bi it All which I venture to recommend at present is, that 

ie A until our system of revenue can be revised and equa-, 
Jized, that they may be exempted from assessments, 
capitation taxes, and services in the militia; and 
that as doubts have been excited, whether manu- 
facturing establishments are consistent with the 





pressed—a country growing in wealth, populatian 
and virtue, respected abroad and admired at home 
—at peace with all nations, and having entangling 
alliances with mone—possessing a character for wis. 


jdom, valor and justice—our public burthens daily 


lessening, and our empire peaceably extending, 
— a rapidity unparalleled in the history of na- 
ions. 
Such, fellow-citizens, is the situation of our com. 
mon country, at the time we are entrusted with the 
political destinies of Rhode-Island. Be it our care 
to preserve her rights in the participation of those 
blessings. 
Although the clangor of arms during the late 
conflict with Great Britain has not been heard at 
our immediate fire-sides, yet the citizens of this 
state have not been exempt from a share of the 
public burthens, they have, however, contributed 
their portion to the public wants, with a promptness 
becoming freemen, determined to maintain invio- 
late the principles declared by the sages of 1776. 
Though demagogues may have attempted to make 
a stalking-horse of the necessities of the times, the 
people have remained true to themselves and their 
country, and have kept in view its honor and inde. 
pendence. | 

The philanthropist will regret the frequent 
recurrence of wars, which tend to impoverish and 
demoralize society; but we should recollect they 
always spring from the degeneracy of man; and 





. pe general policy of this state, that’ this question may 
Sepia be settled bya resolution, expressing the sense of 
. the legislature. © | | 
ab 8 Notwithstanding every embarrassment incident 
ds to the present period, the rise, progress, and ac- 
tual condition of this state, in connexion with the 
American republic, affords just cause for patriotic 
exultation. In particular, I desire to thank God, 
that my existence in this life has been allotted, dur 
ing a period, distinguished by remarkable events, 
a. that I have constantly witnessed his protecting care 
, ie of our beloved country; that I have seen the tree of 
yi? liberty, the emblem of our independence and union, 
i yi i while it was a recumbent plant, fostered by vigi- 
Wn lance, defended by toil, and not unfrequently water- 
Ae ed with tears; and that by his favor, 1 now behold 
Bee We) it in the vigor of youthful maturity, standing pro- 
if | tected from violation, by the sound heads, glowing 
| ' hearts, and strong arms of a new generation, elevat- 
Bran ing its majestic trunk towards heaven; striking its 
mee strong roots in every direction through our soil; and 
iia expanding its luxuriant branches, over a powerful, 
Mit | united and prosperous nation. 
\ h OLIVER WOLCOTT 
General Assembly, May session, 1817 








Legislature of Rhede-Island. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
Lhe honorable senate and house of 
representatives of the state of Rhode- Island. 
It is the boast and pride of the citizens of the 
. IJnited States of America, that they aléne of all 
v the nations of the earth, are privileged in choosing 
tal whom they will, to watch over their affairs and to 

We direct in their public councils. This inheritance 
be was bequeathed us by our fathers, and we are 
bound to transmit the blessing, unimpaired, to 
posterity. 

In reviewing: the political events of nations, we 
have much reason to be thankful to the supreme 
ruler of the universe, for casting our lot in this 
“New World,’ for here alone rational Jiberty is 
enjoyed. Here we beheld the asylum of the op-; 
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that a defensive war is not only just but even ne. 
cessary. The names of Greene, of Perry, of Allen, 
and other heroes, by offering themselves in the 
front of battle, in defence of their country’s rights, 
have been seen covered with glory, and will ever be 
remembered by their grateful countrymen. 

It is true that peculiar occurrences have caused 
temporary embarrassment to some of our citizens; 
but is confidently hoped that the approaching sea- 
son will dispel them, and a plentiful harvest crown 
their labors. 

According to the ancient usages of this state, the 
present session of the legislature will be limited to 
the election of officers for the ensuing year. In 
performing this part of our duty, I trust we shall 
divést ourselves of all party animasities, and care- 
fully investigate and decide on the merits of the 
candidates by this criterion only—*‘Are they honest, 
capable, and faithful to the constitution.” 

_ On this occasion I cannot omit calling your par- 
ticular attention to the judiciary department of this 
state. Is the system perfect in allits parts? Does 
every man, according to our bill of rights, obtain 
justice, freely, completely, promptly and without 
delay ?. If on areview of this subject, amendments 
are deemed, expedient, I would suggest for your 
consideration, whether the present time does not 
afford an opportunity. 

It is a fact, established, by experience, that an 
enlightened and upright, judiciary, constitutes 3 
main pillar in the edifice of freedom. What avails 
thename of liberty, if our persons and property are 
unprotected either from violence, the law’s delay, 0° 
an uncertainty of judicial opinions ? 

On this first occasion of my addressing you, it 
may not be amis to give this public assurance, that 
at all times I will endeavor faithfully to adminis- 
ter the executive functions vested in me, and will 
cheerfully contribute my aid to any measure that 
may have for its object, the security of the lives, 





liberty and property of our fellow citizens; and to 
perpetuate the republican principles of our gover™ 
ment. ; N. R. KNIGHT. 





May 8, 1817, 














onal 


a SS Ow. 


om (> CD 


it 


ie 


d 


Vr w 


re 
1€ 
ir 


nt 
id 
ey 
nd 
es 
on, 
he 
ts, 
be 


ed 
ns; 
Sas 
wn 


he 
to 


all 
re- 
the 
est, 


ar- 
his 
oes 
ain 
out 
mts 
our 
not 


ails 
are 
9 ar 


it 
at 
is 


vill 


es, 
to 
alse 





NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—FOREIGN ARTICLES 


205 








Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND, &c. 
English and French dates to April 21. 
American stocks at London, April 10—6 per 
cents. 1024—103; 3 per cents. 61—614. ; 

It is now said that lord Cochrane will proceed in 
a frigate, fully armed and manned, to South-Ame- 
rica—every thing fitted in the first stile. It is also 
reported that the Spanish minister at the court of 
London has remonstrated against it, butit is stated 
the British government are glad to get rid of him, 
and have waved the application. It is expressly 
said that he means to join his force to that of the 
patriots; and we are really glad that they are about 
to receive such a powerful auxiliary. : 

It is almost impossible to take up an English pa- 
per without seeking an account of a man being 
hung, for one crime or another. The frequency 
of occurrences of this kind brings to recollection a 
saying attributed to the priest stationed at New- 
gate. When the new drop was made, he, with 
others, went to examine the accommodations it af- 
forded. One of the company thought the drop was 
not large enough—but the priest said he was of 
opinion “that six or seven might hang within its 
space very comfortably.” 

Forty-six persons received sentence of death at 
the Lancaster assizes. A London paper of April 
14 says “from fifteen to fifty capital convictions 
have taken place in almost every county.” ‘‘Mil- 
lions of seditious and blasphemous tracts have been 
spread among the lower classes.” 

Eight of the “Luddites” received sentence of 
death, at the late Leicester assizes. A “‘frame- 
breaker” was sentenced to be transported for life. 
Those executed left behind them more than thirty 


children. , 


The following is an extract from a handbill put 
in circulation at Manchester—possibly by the agents 
of government to frighten the people, and afford 
pretences for measures that could not be justified 
but upon some great emergency: 


“Countrymen, the day of doubt and indecision | 


is past! Treason and rebellion in open war, stand 
confessed! Perhaps before this reaches the public 
eye, the blood of civil strife, the blood of the in- 
nocent and the guilty, the blood of the traitor and 
the peaceful citizen, have flowed in mingled tor- 
rents down the streets of some of the principal 
towns in the kingdom of England! Last night the 
30th of March, the night of Palm Sunday, was fix- 
ed upon a general rising and massacre, in further- 
ance of insurrection and open rebellion!” 

We noticed in our last, the steady emigration 
from England to the United States. ‘They who now! 
come to'us are chiefly of that class which once was 
the pride and glory of England—the middle class, 
the bone and sinew of any country fortunate enough 
to have it, extensively; the poor, alas! cannot 
change their residence—thcy are chained to the! 
Soil more tightly thati our negro slaves, and the 
rich can “live any where.” 


The following is a copy of a circular letter from 


the secretary for the home department to the lords 


lieutenants of counties: 

“‘ Whitehall, Murch 27, 1817. 

‘my rorp—As it is of the greatest importance to 
prevent, as far as is possible, the circulation of 
blasphemous and seditious pamphlets-and writings, 
of which, for a considerable time past, great num- 
bers have been distributed about the country, E 
have thought it my duty to consult the law officers 
of the crown, whether an mdividual, found selling, 
or{in any way publishing, such pamphlets or writ- 
ings, might be brought immediately before a jus~- 
tice of the peace, under a warrant issued for the 
purpose, to answer for his conduct. The officers, 
having accordingly taken this matter into their con; 
sideration, have notified to me their opinion, that 
a justice of the peace may issue a warrant to ap- 
prehend a person charged before him, upon oath, 
with the publication of libels of the nature in ques- 
tion, and compel him to give bail to answer the 
charge. 

Under these circumstances, I beg leave to call 

your lordship’s attention very particularly to this 

subject; and I have to request, that if your lord. 
ship should not propose to attend in person at the 
next general quarter sessions of the peace to be 
holden in and for the county under yeur lordship’s 
charge, you will make known to the chairman of 
such sessions the substance of this communication, 
in order that he may recommend to the several ma- 
gistrates to act thereupon in all cases where any 
person should be found offending against the law 
in the manner above mentioned. If beg leave to 
add, that persons vending pamphlets or other pub- 
lications in the manner alluded to, sheuld be con- 
sidered as coming under the hawkers’ and pedlars”’ 
act, and dealt with accordingly, unless they show 
that they are furnished with a license, as required 
by the said act. 

Iam, sir, &c. 

“To his majesty’s lieutenant 
of the county of Chester.” 
The British parliament adjourned from the 14th 

to the 17th of April, on account of the illness of the 

Speaker. Itis understood that the present parlia- 

ment will be dissolved at the close of the session. 

[t seems determined to lay a tax of 20 percent. upon 

the property of absentees. 

Four divisions, of about 150 men each, marched 
into Manchester between 1 and 2 o’clock in the 
night of the 11th April, with military exactness 
and silence. The nature or object of these par- 
ties is not stated. 

Castlereagh was sick, at the date of our last ac- 
counts. 

The price of flour had further declined in En- 
gland. | 

It was expected that the éncome tax would be 
resumed to meet the exigencies of the government. 
A war establishment, as to taxation, in time of 
peace. 

The prince regent.—The following is the conclud 


SIDMOUTH. 





The suspension of the habeas corpus appears to 
operate much more severely in Scotland than in En- 
gland. Glasgow, Paisley, and other manufactur- 


ing paragraph of an address of “the bishop of the 
diocese of Winchester; the reverend dean and pre- 
bendaries of the cathedral church of Westgninster, 


ing towns, suffer the most—“hardly a day passés|;with the other members of the said church, the 


without several arrests being made”? ‘Those sub- 
jected to it are dungeoned without examination, 
and excluded from any intercourse with each other 
or their friends; who, indeed, do not know where 
they are. This is the far-famed “British liberty,” 
which formerly made the islanders always speak of 
the French as “sluves:” but that day has past, and 
Yohn Bull says nothing on that subject. 





chancellor, and arch deacons of the said diocese, 
together;with the clergy of the same,” to the prince 
regent on the late attack made on him: these re- 
verend folks have well subjected themselves to the 
“suspicion of being suspected of treason” by thus 
making fun of wretched George Guelph. 

“We daily offer our prayers to God for the long 
contunuance of those dlessings, the fair prospect of 
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which is open to us [ourselves] by the exercise of 
every public and domestic virtue which so highly 
distinguish your royal highness both in your pud- 
fic and private character, and which hath laid the 
surest foundation for the future happiness of your 
| people, together with your o-vn, and insured to your 
royal highness that glory and prosperity, which is the 
never failing reward of every good and virtuous king 
in the love and affeetion of a grateful people.” 
FRANCE. 

The Federal Republican significantly calls the king 
of France “a sovereign in a go-cart.”’. 

The duke of Wellington was to leave Paris for 
England on the 28th of April—as it was said, “to 
attend the feast of St. George.” 

French 5 per cent. stocks, 66f. 90c. to 67. 

The pamphlet entitled “La UCoalition et la 
France,”’ which was published in Paris some time 
ago, has produced a very curious sensation. In this 
pamphlet, most injurious aspersions are flung on 
the British and Austrians courts, and to these pow- 
ers all the humiliations and sufferings of France are 
ascribed. Personal reflections are made also on the 
duke of Wellington—and itis said that he has com- 
plained of them, demanding the punishment of the 
awuthor. The minister of another of the allied pow- 
ers interfered in his behalf with such success, that 
the author, who manfully avowed himself, and de- 
manded to be fairly tried by the tribunals, was libe- 
rated without even a reprimand. This affair has 
given rise to much discussion in the diplomatic cir- 
cles, as it is pregnant with important results. Since 
this the pamphlet has disappeared from circulation, 
and rumor says the copies have been bought up. 

Paris, April 15.—A telegraphic despatch, dated 
Calais the 10th of April, announces the arrival in 
that harbor of several transports with 450 French 
and Italian prisoners of war, who had been in the ser- 
vice of England, from which they were now discharged. 
The French will be transmitted to their depart- 
ments. 


{ 


BONAPARTE. 

In the late debate on lord Holland’s motion, earl 
Bathurst said—‘‘lt mizht be a question, whether this 
person was to be detained ataill; butif he was to be 


Many arrests are making in Spain. The vile g@4 
vernment has numerous agents through the country 
who mix with the people and abuse the king, his. 
ministers and priests, to lead others into like ex- 
pressions, who are then marked, and soon after 
privately arrested “to be seen of their friends no 
more.” The tind’ of the people are represénted 
as in a state of desperation, through poverty and 
despotism. The fellow who informed against the 
patriot Rechar, at Valencia, was assassinated on the 
on the anniversary of that offence; his head was cut 
off and stuck upon a stake in the public square,) 
with this inscription—“ Debt [ pay to the heroes Re- 
char cnd his companions, sacrificed through my trai- 
torous denunciation.” 

ITALY. 

The Paris papers say that the disputes between 
oa United States and Naples still remained unset- 
tied. 

The labors of excavation at Pompei have lately 
been renewed. On the 22d March, a magnificent 
temple was discovered, in the midst of which were 
found statues of collossal proportions, one of them 
from 20 to 22 palms in height. 

THE POPE’S BRIEF. 

To the editor of the London Morning Chronicle. 

Sir—Having observed in a morning paper of this 
day (April 10th,) a loose translation of an import-’ 
ant papal document, which will probably be quot- 
ed for generations to come, I send you a more lite- 
ral version, together with the Latin itself, that you 
may compare them, and print the English for the 
information of your readers. Iam, &c. &c. 

ScnuTaTon. 

P. S. I shall publish immediately both the Latin 
and English at Mr. Hatchard’s, with notes and illus- 
trations. 

Lransiation of the bull against bible societies, issuctl 
June 29th, 1816, by Pope Pius VII. to the areh-bi- 
shop of Gnesh, primate of Poland. 

PIUSP. P. VII. 


| Venerable brother—Health and apostolic benedic- 


ition. In our last letter to you we promised, very 
soon, to return an answer to yours; in which you 
have appealed to this holy see, in the name of the 





detained, the most vigilant measures ought to be 
adopted to prevent his escupe.” 
NETHERLANDS. 

Fourteen sail of vessels were preparing at Am- 
sterdam to bring out five thousand Swiss and Ger- 
man passengers to the United States. This rapid 
emigration appears to have alarmed the Swiss and 
German dealers in men, and many efforts, fair and 
foul, are making to check it. Among the latter, 
‘letters from America,” (such as British travellers, 
.conained to a garret in London, are accustomed to 
write about the affairs of our country) are exten- 
sively published, with a scrt of semi-official sanc- 


tion. “One body of Germans that arrived here some-} 
time ago, were certainly cheated and deceived by | 


the Dutchman who contracted to bring thera over 
—a man as phlegmatic as the water in the canals of 
his country, and some of them suffered much in 
consequence of it. 
in that vessel, we know, are exulting in the change 
‘they have made, even on the unreasonably hard 
terms that were imposed u,on them. ‘The Paris 
papers attribute these great emigrations to “Dutch 
speculations.” 


SPAIN. 

The treasury of Spain is in the most beggarly 
condition. A great effort has been made to raise only 
500,000 dollars at Cadiz, among the merchants— 
but the application, if net treated with contempt, 
was received with marked indifference 





But several of those who came! 


other bishops of Poland, respecting what are called 
bible societies, and have earnestly inquired of us 
what you ought to do in this affair. We long since, 
indeed, wished to comply with your request; but 
jan incredible variety of weighty concerns have so 
‘pressed upon us on every side, that, till this day, 
|we could not yield to your solicitation. 

We have been truly shocked at this most crafiy device, 
by which the very foundations of religion are undermined; 
and having, because of the great importance of the 
subject, conferred in council wiih our venerable 
brethren, the cardinals of the holy Roman church, 
we have, with the utmost care and attention, deli- 
berated upon the measures proper to be adopted 
by our pontifical authority, 7m order to remedy ane 
abolish this pestilence as far us possible. In the 
‘mean time we heartily congratulate you, venerable 
brother, and we commend you again and again in 
the name of he Lord, ss it is fit we should, upon the 
singular zeal you have displayedl under circumstan- 
ces so dangerous to christianity, in having denounc- 
ed to the apostolic see, this defilement of the faith s° 
imminently dangerous to souls., And although we pet’ 
ceive that it is not at all neceSsary to excite him te 
activity who is making haste, since of your own ac- 
cord you have already shown an ardent desire to de- 
tect and overthrow the impious machinations of thes¢ 
innovators: yet, in conformity with our office, we agai” 
and again exhort you, that whatever you can “ 
chieve by power, provide for by counsel, or affect “! 











Nid 
2A! 
isr 


thi: 
ap, 
en 
yor 
ge 
ail 
sul 


epi 


NCE 












G7 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGIST ER—FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


207 














| nuthority, you will daily execute with the utmost ear- 


nestness, placing yourseif as a wall for the house of 


? 
israel. 
With this view we issue the present Brief, viz. 





GENMANY. 
The navigation of the Danube is stated as being 
open on the ist of April. An interview between the 
emperors of Austria and Russia is spoken of. Ma- 


that we may convey to you a signal testimony of our|ny couriers have lately passed between Vienna and 


approbation of your excellent conduct and also may 
endeavor, therein still more and more to excite 
your pastoral solicitude and diligence. For the 
general good imperiously requires you to combine 
all your means and energies to frustrate the plans, 
svhich are prepared by its enemies for the destruciton 
of our most holy religion: whence it becomes an 
episcopal duty, that you first of all expose the wicked- 
ness of this nefarious scheme, as you have already done 
so admirably, to the view of the faithful and openly 
publish the same, according to the rules prescribed 
by the Church, with all the erudition and wisdem 
which you possess; namely “that the Bible printea 
by heretics, is to be numbered among other prohibited 
books, conformably to the rules of the Index (Sec. No. 
2 and 3,) for it is evident from experience, that the 
hely Scriptures, when circulated in the vulgar tongue, 
have through the temerity of men, produced more harm 
than benefit” (Rule IV.) And this is the more to 
be dreaded in times so depraved, when our holy 
religion is assailed from every quarter with great 
cunning and effort, and the most grievous wounds 
are inflicted on the church. It is, therefore, neces- 
sary to adhere to the sulutary decree of the congrega- 
iton of the Index (June 13th, 1757,) that no versions 
of the bible in the vulgar tongue be permitied, except 
such as are upproved by the apostolic see, or published 
with annotations extracted from the wrilings of holy 
fathers of the church. | 

We confidently hope that, in these turbulent cir- 
cumstances, the Poles will give the clearest proofs 
of their attachment to the religion of their ancestors; 
and by your care, as well as that of the other 
prelates of this kindgom whom, on account of the 
fatth we congratulate in the Lord, trusting that they 
wll may very abundantly justify the opinion we have 
entertained of them. 

It is moreover necessary that you should transmix 
to us, as soon as possible, the bible which Jacob 
Wuiek, published in the Polish language with a 
commentary, as well as a copy of the edition of it 
lately put forth without those annotations, taken 
from the writings of the holy fathers of our church, 
er other learned Catholics, with your opinion upon 
it; that thus, from collating them together, it may 
he ascertained after mature investigation, that cer- 
‘ain errors lie insidiously concealed therein, and 
that we may pronounce aur judgment on this affair 
for the preservation of the true faith. 


Continue, therefure venerable brother, to pursue this 
truly prous course upon which you have entered; viz. 


diieently to fight the battles of the Lord for the sound} 
doctrine, and warn the people intrusted to your care, | 


thut they full not into the snares wiich are prefftred 
Jor their everlasting ruin. The church demands this 
from you as well as from the other bishops, wham 
our rescrépt equally concerns; and we most anxiously 
expeet it, that the deep sorrow we feel on account 


80 abundantly sown, may, ‘by this cheering hope, be 
Somewhat alleviated; and, we always very heartily 
invoke the choicest blessings upon yourself apd 
your fellow-bishops, for the good of the Lord’s 
flock, which we impart to you and them by our 
apostolic benediction. 


Given at Rome, at St. Mary the greater, June 29, 
1316, the 17th vear of our Pontificate. 


pinterior, 
. . . ° ’ ; 
Of this new species of tares which an adversary has} 


Petersburgh. Some have given great importance to 
the projects of these monarchs. 

Many societies have been formed in Germany to 
prevent the use of British manufactures and en- 
courage home industry. 

RUSSIA. : 

The amount of géods imported into St. Peters~ 
burgh last year, was about 90,000,000 rubles—ex- 
ports, nearly 77,000,000. 

The country between Irckutsk and Nerischink, 
in Siberia, has been invaded by a great number of 
bears—penetrating the hamlets and remote habita- 
tions in a most furious manner, the inhabitants of 
which had much difficulty in repelling their attacks. 

SWEDEN. 

Several regiments of soldiers are stationed in 
the capital, to give energy to the will of the govern- 
ment. 

A “conscription,” no longer a work so shocking, 
seeing it is not made by order of Bonaparte, is 
ymaking in Sweden. It takes in all the young men 
in the kingdom born in 1796. There appears to 
have been a very serious conspiracy to put Berna- 
dotte out of the way, and “restore” the old line of 
king's. 

Stockholm, March 25.—Count Gyllerstrom, mar- 
shal of the court, and proprietor of estates in Po-’ 
merania, is exiled from the l.ingdom; he is to leave 
this capital in three days. There exists here at 
this moment a fermentation in the public mind, of 
which it is impossible to forsee the consequences. 
The government displays great energy. Vigorous 
mreasures are spoken of as proper to repress the 
partics which are showing themselves in the king- 
dom. 

BRITISH AMERICA, 

The ice was firm in the St. Lawrence at Quebec 
ron the first of May. Many May-poles were planted. 
upon it. The same thing is said to have happened 
40 years ago; but then the ice gave way on the 2nd 
of the month. Much snow remains in the vicinity. 
Later accounts inform that the ice broke up before 
the town on the 4th. 

WEST INDIES. | 

The people of many of the West India islands 
are serrously alarmed as approaching a state of 
starvation. At St. \itts, after stating the supply 
of flour on hand, they pray the governor to open 
the port. The export of “ground provisions” is for- 
bidden at St. Vincents. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

A vessel has arrived at Boston in 39 days from 
| Pernaumbuco—passengers don Antonio Ganzaloo de 
Crus, minister from the new government to the 
United States and his suite. Every thing was tran- 
quil and prosperous—the patriot administration was 
acknowledged by all the towns immediately de- 
pendent on Pernambuco, and by the people of the 
The provincial government had resolved 
to raise a regular srmy of 15,000 men, and the 
province of Pernambuco alone is said to be capa- 
bie of furnishing 40,000 well regulated militia. If 
so—the Brazillian kingdom may be considered as 
approaching its end. The clergy appear to have 
taken part with the revolutionists, which is a great 
thing there. 

The Portuguese minister in the United States has 
published an official notice of the blockade of the 











PIUS P. P. VI. 


port of Pernambuco, by the ships of war of his mtost 
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air with huzzaings for the “Spanish patriots,” who 
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faithful majesty”—as the king of Portugal is called. 
There are many printers in the United States 

who, when a British vessel of war has been spoken 
at sea, &c. describe her as “hig majesty’s” ship, 
just as an Englishman would do, without a national 
ualification—and there are others who rent the 


call those struggling for emancipation. from Ferdi- 
nand and the inquisition, “insurgents.” 

A report prevailed in London that the British mi- 
nistry, in consequence of the offer of some com- 
mercial advantages by Spain, had accepted a pro- 
position of Ferdinand to mediate between him and 
the independent provinces of S. A.—and it was 
said that .Cockburm was to command a squadron 
destined for the coast. 

The dreadful war of extermination still rages in 
Venezuela. Bolivar, with an army of 4 or 5000 
men having passed into the interior for the pur- 
pose of forming a junction with the patriot general 
Ardenot, approaching from Santa Fee, the royal- 
ists recovered Barcelona, and massacreed the small 
garrison left, with all the women and children. A 
general battle was soon expected, not far from 
Caracas. 





———————— 


CHRONICLE. 


The supreme congress of the Mexican republic, 
have voted to Henry Clay, the speaker of the house 
of repréesentatives,their thanks for the disinterested, 


manly, and generous sentiments he expressed on| 


the’ floor of the house, tor the welfare of that infant 
republic. 

It is stated that 800 rafts of lumber passed Easton 
Penn. in the course of one week, which upon a rougt. 
calculation makes upwards of 30 millions of feet 
—or in value about 600,000 dollars. 

The several banks of the city of Albany have a- 
dopted the following regulations in respect to all 
notes offered for discount. 

Accommodation notes hereafter offered for dis- 
count, to be drawn payable 63 days after date. 
All notes drawn for a shorter period wifil be con- 
sidered as business notes, to be paid when due. 

This regulation has been made in consequence of 
a late law of New York authorizing incorporated 
benks to receive seven per cent. interest for all 
notes discounted for a longer period than sixty 
days. 

The Indians in New-York, having had a very short 
crop of corn last year, are said .o be suffering much 
for the want of provisions. The Indians of the six 
nations now in that state are given as follows: but 
we are inclined to suppose that their numbers are 
over-rated: 

Senecas, 2000; Cayugas, 100; Onondagos, 700 ; 
Tuscaroras, 316; the Stockbridge tribe, 4000. 

Tue Hessian riy.—The crop of wheat last year, 
notwithstanding all that was said about it in the 
newspapers, was a very large one, and the quality 
excellent. The corn crop was short, and hence 
wheat has maintained its present enormous price. 

There are so many people interested in the buy- 
ing and selling bread-stuffs in the United States, for 
home use and foreign demand, that we always sus- 
pect any thing we see in the papers having a tenden- 
cy to raise or depress the price of them, and at first 
were inclined to believe that the reported ravages 
of the Hessian fly were not nearly as extensive as 
some had reported them—but that scepticism, we 
are sorry to say, is much lessened by the united ac- 


from the Eastern shore of Maryland, several part 
of Virginia, and from York, &c. Penn. To destroy, 
or defeat, this terrible;insect,is a thing worthy of the 
most profound philosophy. Late accounts, however, 
from the neighborhood of York, assure us that some 
late rains have entirely changed the appearanée of 
the wheat, and that there is every prospect of a lux. 
uriant crop. And we have also the welcome intelli- 
gence of a prospect of large crops in other quar: 
ters. 
It is unpleasant to add to the foregoing, that the’ 
“‘cut-worm” has made much destruction among the 
young corn. The coolness of the season is thought 
favorable to this enemy. But, it 'is said, that by 
making a few holes with a sharp stick near the hills, 
they may be destroyed. They fall in and cannot get 
out. Some holes, it is stated, have been found half- 
filled with them in a single night. a 
The Floridas.—There was a report at Paris that 
ee States had purchased the Floridas of 
pain. eC 
Bank of the United States.—The scrip or stock o f 
this bank, for 65 dollars paid, has been selling at 
$100 a share. 
China—A London paper is alarmed because there 
were no less than forty-two ships, chiefly Americans 
and Swedes, lading at Canton with teas, for Europe 
—intimating that their cargoes are designed to be 
smuggled into England. Certainly, we have as good 
aright tosmuggie as they have, though, like them, 


|we do not sanction it with oficial documents. 








Marshal Lallemand. 


The following is copied from the Biographical Dic 
tionary—and is interesting from the circumstance 
that gen. L. has lately reached the United States. 
Baron Lallemand, field marshal, commandant of 

the legion of honor, knight of St. Louis, &c. 

In the campaign of 1805, whilst colonel of the 27th 

regiment of dragoons, he signalized himself at the 

head of his regiment and was highly spoken of upon 
several occasions. He distinguished himself also 
in the campaign of 1806 and 1807 in Prussia and 

Poland, and was made an officer of the legion of ho- 

nor. He passed afterwards into Spain, when, he re- 

ceived, the 6th of August, 1811, the dignity of bri- 
gade-general, which he deserved by a succession of 
the most important services. On the 11th of June, 

1812, he opposed a column of English cavalry near 

Valencia, and on this occasion was again honorably 

mentioned. Returning into France at the time of the 

restoration he obtained from the king the cross of 

St. Louis, and the eommand of the department ot! 

Aisne. By means of this command, in March, 1819, 

he endeavored assisted by his brother general of ar- 

tillery of the ex-guard, to take possession of the a?- 

senal of Fere, and to make it a depot for the usur- 

per; but this attempt was frustrated, and the two 
brothers obliged to fly from the pursuits directeé 
against them. The prompt arrival of Bonaparte 
permitted them to re-appear, and they both served 
him with the most unremitted zeal; he rewarded 
them for it, by giving one the office of lieuten- 
ant-general and the title of member of the hous¢ 
of peers, and to the other, the command of the foot 
artillery of his army. It must be acknowledge¢ 
that at Waterloo they both gave proofs of the great: 
est courage. They afterward followed the fortunes 
of their master, and went with him to England. They 
are both comprised in the decree of the king of the 
| 24th July, which orders them to be brought to tr 





counts already received from our own neighborhood, 


before a council of war. 
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